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NEWS RELEASE

UD SCIENCE CENTER PLANS SHOW STRIKING BUILDING
DESPITE CONSTRAINTS THAT CHALLENGED ARCHITECTS
DAYTON, Ohio -For a very successful, worldwide architectural firm, choosing one
project as its most challenging would seem daunting.
Unless you've worked on the plans for the University of Dayton Science Center.
"This project had so many constraints, it's probably the biggest challenge we've had,"
said Bill Odell, a group vice president and design principal with Hellmuth, Obata and
Kassabaum Inc. HOK, in conjunction with Edge and Tinney Architects Inc., developed the plans
to renovate and connect Sherman and Wohlleben halls at UD to give the sciences and
mathematics a unified home on campus.
"Opening the circulation patterns and getting the design of the buildings to feel a part of
one science center- it was a real dog," said Odell, who also serves as the firm's director of
sustainable design. The 1950s-era buildings are land-locked on a tight site, underground
services (including the primary electrical loop for the campus, a main storm sewer line and the
steam line that heats both buildings) run right through the site and there is a two-foot-plus
difference in the levels of the floors in the two buildings. The windows in one building have a
horizontal emphasis while the windows in the other are vertical.
But the final plans emerged with striking physical characteristics and plenty of space for
casual interactions and impromptu conversations. Odell called it "a little bit zoomy."
A $22 million addition to and renovation of the two buildings will provide close to
55,000 square feet for new laboratories, classrooms, offices and gathering spaces. With
groundbreaking slated for Aprill9, the University of Dayton Science Center, totaling 240,000
square feet, will be complete in time for classes in fall 2003.
"The whole project is student-focused, to change the way students behave in the
building," Odell said. "Now they finish class and they're out of there. We're giving them lots of
places to go within the building, to make it a pleasant environment. A lot of science is being
done in teams these days, so we're making it easy for students to meet after class and continue
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their discussions. About 80 percent of the time, that work will continue. You know if they say
'let's meet tonight in the dorm,' that's not going to happen."
The renovations will give science a higher profile on campus, he said. "The proximity of
the two buildings to Kennedy Union Plaza was too great an opportunity to lose," he said.
A 130-seat auditorium will be built in the void between the two major wings of Sherman
Hall. With a highly transparent curved glass wall, the space will also feature an exhibit hall to
spotlight the sciences.
"It's very transparent glass, although it's high-performance glass," Odell said. "It's
nearly clear so that the science exhibits inside that curve will be on display from the outside.
We'll get the sciences out of the closet so people can see it."
A courtyard and multi-story glass-walled atrium entrance will be built between the two
existing buildings to connect them.
"We wanted to try and get some outdoor space," Odell said. "The courtyard is facing
south and it's sheltered on three sides, so it will be a natural sun trap. The glass wall will be
mostly shaded glass to block direct radiation, but it's very transparent so you'll be able to see
into the building. The multi-story circulation space- every place in that center part of the
building has some place for students to gather."
An addition to the back of Wohlleben Hall will wrap around the existing building, with
the wall slightly canted and also featuring great expanses of glass. "That side is prominent from
the road (Stewart Street), so we're going to unify it and get the services out of the way," he said.
Leslie Groesbeck, assistant director of facilities management at UD, is coordinating the
project. She echoes Odell's sense of challenge.
"That site is so tight, and everywhere we looked to build anything we found major
issues underground," she said. "Everything was a constraint somewh€re along the line. But it's
exciting to get the construction under way, and we're looking forward to having a really great
science center on campus."
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